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To be continued every THURSDA ¥.. 


THURS DA ¥; December the 18th, 17 5 5 





To Mr, ah pein A.D AM, 


uN, © feet of'a Gainaliel in this city, in the 
g capacity of a parifh- clerk, which of- 
iba fice I hold in commendam with the 


ISSA 3 injuries 1 Kave-fuffered ’ are fs little 
vognidabie by the laws of the land (ill it “fhall pleat 
God to teach our fenators fo much wifdom’as to’ amend 
thei in this particular) that I have none to whom I 
can appeal, but the Wortp; to whom I beg that you 
would pleafe to prefent this my humble remonftrance 
and propofal. 

I Hope you will excufe the trouble I now give you, 
not only becaufe I chufe to fubmit myfelf to the judg- 
ment of your court,’ but as I have reafon to believe that 


the 
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the news-writers would not be faithful enough to lay 


this complaint béfore the public ; thofe gentlemen being 
the very parties concerned, and againft whom it is to be 
lodged. | 

My cafe, fir, is this. As I was one morning furnifh- 
ing my head with the news of the day, to my great 
furprife I read a paragraph, which informed me that 
a very rich gentleman of our parifh died the day before. 
This ftartled me, as I had never heard of his illnefs, and 
therefore had employed nobody to watch him in his laft 
moments, and to bring me the earlieit intelligence of his 
death, that I might not be wanting in my refpedcts to 
the family by my condolence, and the offers of my fer- 
vice in paying the laft duties to fo worthy a mafter. I 
-was apprehenfive too, left fome fharper looker-out might 
be before-hand with me, and run away with the job. 
I therefore whipt on my black coat and white per- 
riwig, as faft as I could, to wait on the difconfolate wi- 
dow. I rung gently at the door, for fear of difturbing 
her ;. and to the footman, who opened it, delivered my 
duty and condolence to his lady, and begged, if the 
was not provided with an undertaker, that I might have 
the honour to bury Mr. Deputy. 

Tue fervant gaped and ftared, and from the great 
concern he was under for the lofs of his mafter (as I 
apprehended) was rendered fo ftupid, that he feemed 
not readily to underftand what I faid. Before I could 
new frame my meflage, to put it, if poffible, into more 
intelligible words, I was myfelf feized with the utmoft 
horror and.confufion, at feeing the apparition of the de- 
ceafed ftalk out of the compting-houfe, which opened 
into the paflage where I ftood. I obferved a rednefs in 
his countenance, more than was ufual in dead people; and 
indeed, more than he himfelf was wont to wear when 

he 
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he was alive: and there was a fternnefs and feverity in 
his features, beyond what I had ever feen in him before. 
Strait a voice more dreadful than thunder burft out, and 
in the language of hell, fwearing, curfing, calling me a 
thoufand names, and telling me he would teach me to 
play tricks with Him, he dealt me halfa fcore fuch fub- 
ftantial blows, as prefently convinced me they could pro- 
ceed from no ghoft. I retreated with as much precipi- 
tation as I could, for fear of falling myfelf into the pit, 
which I hoped to have dug for Him. 

Tuus, fir, the wantonnefs of the news-papers difap~ 
pointed me of furnifhing out a funeral, deprived me of 
my dues as clerk, got me well thrafhed, and will pro- 
bably lofe me the gentleman’s cuftom for ever: for, per- 
haps, next time he dies, he will order another undertaker 
to be employed. 

Now, fir, is it not a fhame, that people fhould thus 
die daily, and nota fingle fee come to the clerk of the 
parith for a burial ? and that the news-writers, without 
commiffion from his Majefty, or licence from Warwick- 
lane, fhould kil whom they pleafe, and we not get a 
fhilling to comfort us in the midft of fo much mortality ? 

THERE are other inconveniences, though of an infe- 
rior confideration, which may attend this dying in print. 
_ Ayoung heir at Oxford, juft come of age, reads that his 
father was carried off by an apoplective fit fuch a day: 
catching the lucky minute, he marries that divine crea- 
ture, his taylor’s daughter, before the news can be con- 
tradicted. When it is, fear of the old gentleman’s 
difpleafure makes him bribe his new relations to fecrefy 
fora while: in procefs of time, he marries a lady of for- 
tune and family by his father’s diretions: Tatterrella 
raves with all the fpirit and dignity of a lady of the Britith 
fifhery ; proves her prior marriage ; not only calls, but 


records 





i 
if 
i 


932 THE WORLD. No. 35. 


records lady Mary a whore; baftardizes the children of 
the fecond venter, and old Snip’s grandfon runs away 
with the eftate. 


How often have thefe difturbing papers whirled up ex- 


petants of places to town in their -poft-chaifes, to whirl 


back again, with the old squeeze, and ‘I fhall not for- 
‘© get you WHEN the place is vacant ?” How often has e- 
ven the reverend divine fuffered the violent concuffions of 
a hard-trotting horfe for above threefcore miles together, 
to wait on the patron of a benefice vacated by the Even- 
ing-Poft ; where he has met with the mortification of 
fmozking a pipe with the incumbent ? Perhaps a lady too, 
whofe tendernefs and fenfibility could not permit her to 
attend her fick hufband to Bath, reads an account of his 
death in the papers. What fhricks, what faintings, 
what tears, what inexpreffible grief afilicts the poor re- 
licdt! And when fhe has mourned in halfa week, as 
much as any reafonable widow would do in a whole 
year; and (having paid the legacy of forrow to his me- 
mory in three days, which by the courtely of England 
fhe might have taken a twelvemonth for) begins to 
think of a new hufband, home comes the old one, and 
talks in rapture of the virtues of Bath-water. While all 
the fatisfaction the news-writers give this unfeignedly 
afiicted poor lady, is, ‘‘ The death of A. B, Efq; men- 
*€ tioned in thefe papers laft week, proves a miftake.” 

I know but one inftance where any regard to us parifh- 
clerks has been had, or our interefts in the leaft taken 
care of in thefe temporary 2nd occational deaths ; and 
that was of a genileman of rank, who was generally re- 
ported and allowed for dead. His heirs at law, not car- 


ing to bury the real body, for reafons beft known to 
themfelves (though one of thofe reafons might be be- 
caufe it was alive) yet convinced of the reafonablenefs 

that 
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that a funeral fhould follow a demife, dug up a poor 
drowned failor out of a hole on the fhore, into which 
he had been tumbled, and with great folemnity interred 
the departed knight by proxy. There was juftice in this; 
every man had his due, It was acting with the wifdom 
of an old Athenian. 

A practice of the Athenians may ferve as an an- 
fwer to fuch (if any fuch there are) who from modern 
prejudices object to the funerals of pcopie not really dead. 
Our doctor told us in one of his fermons upon regene- 
ration, that among thefe Athenians if one who was liv- 
ing, were reported to be dead, and funeral obfequies 
performed for him—(which plainly implies their cuftom 
of celebrating funerals for perfons who were dead in 
their news-papers, though they were not fo in reality) — 
if afterwards he appeared, and pretended to be alive, he 
was looked upon as a prophane and unlucky perfon, and 
no one would keep him company. One who fell under 
this misfortune (it matters not for his name, though I 
think the doctor called him Harry Stonehoufe,* or fome- 
thing like it) confulted the oracle how he might bé re- 
admitted among the living: the oracle commanded him 
to be regenerated, or new chriftened ; which was ac- 
cordingly done, and grew to be the eftablifhed method 
of receiving fuch perfons into community again. ! 

Anp here in England before the reformation, as Iam 
informed, it was ufual when a rich perfon died, to ce- 
lebrate yearly and daily maffes, obits, and commemora- 
tions for him; fo that one who died but once, fhould 
‘be as good as buried a thoufand times over: but among 
us it is juft the reverfe ;a man may die here a thoufand 
times, and be buried but once. 

not 
* Ariftinus. 
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However, I-hate popery, and would not with ‘the 
teftoration of “it : yet-as I hope a chriftian’ country will 
not come behind-hand with a heathen one ‘in wifdom 
and juftice, permit me to recommend the practice of the 
‘Athenians before-mentioned, and petition the Worip 
immediately to pafs it into a fafhion, and ordain that 
hereafter, every man living, who-has been killed in the 
news-papers, fhall account to the clerk of the parifh 
where fuch deceafe is reported to have happened ; or, if 
no place'is fpecified, to the clerk of the parifh where the 
perfon has refided for the greater part of the month pre- 
ceeding, for a burial fee: and-alfo before he is admitted 
to any ball, rout, affembly, tavern, church, drum, or 
coftee-houfe, that he account to the faid clerk for his re- 
generation, or new-chriftening fee: and in cafe the re- 
‘port was made without the privity and confent of the — 


‘party, ‘and he fhall be found not guilty of his own death, 
‘that:then he ‘fhall have a fathionable demand upon the 
ipublifhers ‘for the recovery of both fees to reimburfe 
-himfelf. 
Tuis, fir, might put fome ftop to this very alarming 
practice, fo grievoufly to the difappointment of widows, 
-heirs and expectants : or at leaft do fome juftice to that 
ery -refpeCtable, but greatly injured body of parith- 
clerks, to which I have the :honour to belong. 
I am, 
SiR, 
Your moft cbedient 
humble fervant, 
‘Tuomas Bassoon. 
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